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(English)

Environment Problems and Environment Management



The currently serious environmental issues include global warming, depletion of
the ozone layer, and acid rain. If the average temperature rises by two or three
degrees, the ecosystem will change, causing adverse effects on human health.
The volume of liquid seawater will increase, and lowlands and islands will
become submerged. The depletion of the ozone layer by fluorocarbon gas
allows harmful ultraviolet rays to reach the surface of the earth. Excessive
exposure to ultraviolet rays can cause skin cancer, lower resistance to disease,
and also adversely affect domestic animals and crops. Acid rain, which includes
sulfur oxides and other air-polluting substances, damages plants and forests and
acidifies underground, river, and lake water, resulting in serious damage to the
ecosystem.

Manufacturers and other companies, as far as possible, should accept their
responsibility to reduce the adverse effects their activities have on the
environment. The ISO1400 standard defines specifications for environmental
management. First, companies must establish an environment management
system and define their own environmental policy to improve their environmental
performance. Based on this policy, companies must establish and maintain
procedures to identify those environmental aspects of their activities that must
be considered when environmental objectives are set. Then, companies must
set up environmental objectives and targets in accordance with legal
requirements, the requirements of local communities, operational and business
requirements, and other optional factors. Environmental management programs
must be created to attain the set objectives and targets. Companies must
effectively implement and operate environmental management by using the
management system and programs, establishing new organizations if necessary,
giving required training to employees, and periodically reviewing the entire
system.

Industrial activities often conflict with natural environments. In our times, no
member of an industrial organization can ignore environmental problems. Also,
those members are requested to constantly be aware of the environmental
consequences of their activities. Individual awareness is a powerful force and
the only way to ensure environmental conservation.



