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Enjoying Natural Hokkaido -- Kushiro Wetland

Located at the north end of the Japanese archipelago, Hokkaido boasts some
magnificent treasures of nature. In Hokkaido, you can enjoy the seasonal
changes in grand mountains, rolling hills, grasslands, mysterious lakes, beautiful
rivers, and dynamic seacoasts. This article introduces one of Hokkaido’s natural
treasures, the Kushiro Shitsugen (Kushiro Wetland).

The Kushiro Wetland is Japan's largest wetland and lies to the north of Kushiro
City, which is on the southeastern coast of Hokkaido. This wetland covers nearly
30,000 hectares and represents about 60 percent of the total wetland area in
Japan. The wetland forms part of a national park, and its central part is
designated as a Ramsar site. In this vast wetland, you can see meandering
streams, small lakes and ponds, reed communities, groves of alders, and many
other natural scenes. With over 1,000 kinds of wildlife, the wetland is also well
known as a breeding spot for the red-crested white crane, which is designated
as a specially protected species. The great variety of plants and animals
inhabiting this area include a rare type of salamander that has lived since the
glacial age and a newly discovered species of dragonfly.

The wetland has a visitor center in its western part that provides various
informative materials about the wetland. You can learn about the wetland by
reading these materials and talking to the expert attendants who work at the
center. The wetland also has four viewing platforms that provide excellent views
of the area’s beautiful scenery and three wooden walkways, from which you can
see the plants and animals up close and directly experience the wetland
atmosphere. Many people come to the Kushiro Wetland to look at the seasonal
plants and flowers, and this unique area is also a paradise for bird watchers. If
you want a different type of enjoyment, you can canoe down the streams, go
fishing, and even camp out at one of the designated sites.

This natural area has remained unchanged for 6,000 years and gives you the
chance to be surrounded by beautiful flowers, watch white cranes fly across the
summer sky, and see a herd of deer trotting through the winter snow.



